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This exciting story is the first of the Sherlock Holmes 
detective novels and stories and the beginning of the famed 
duo with Dr. Watson who faithfully chronicles each episode. 
The book's title derives from a speech given by Holmes, a 
consulting detective, to his friend and chronicler Watson on 
the nature of his work, in which he describes the story's 
murder investigation as his "study in scarlet": "There's the 
scarlet thread of murder running through the colorless skein of
life, and our duty is to unravel it, and isolate it, and expose 
every inch of it." 

Read by Librivox volunteers.  Total running time: 04:50:34

This recording is in the public domain and may be 
reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.
Cover picture first cover. Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, 
EU. and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover 
design by Annise. This design is in the public domain. 
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